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Re: Request tor Opinion - Monument Prescervation
Mr Hobbs.

In response to your inquiry regarding the applicability of Business and Professions Code. Sceuon
8771(b) as 1t relates to the responsibilities on the part ol the land surveving community and
covernment agencies. we offer the following:

8771. states:

(h) When monuments exist that control the location of subdivisions, tracts, boundaries, roads, streets,
or lighways, or provide horizontal or vertical survey control, the monuments shall...

1. Does the definition of monument include evidence such as: lead & tack. concerere aail with tin,
chiseled X rebar, erc.?

Any object that is represented as phvsically marking the limits of real property or physically
representing the alignment or limits of a road. street. highway or casement could be considered a
monument as it pertains to the location of subdivisions. tracts. boundaries. roads. streets or
highways as referenced i this section of code.

Any physical object that is considered as being representative of horizontal or vertical surves
control for the purposes ot being utilized as a basis for land survevs could be considered a
monument as referenced in this section of code.

Are properiy corner monuments or oftser monuments considered to meet the criteria that “contiol

the locution...”?

Yoes. See answer to Question | above.

3. Do non-referenced momuments need to be perpetucied?

Yes. Section 8771(b) does not distinguish between monuments that are “referenced™ or noted on
record documents and those that are “not referenced™ or not depicted on record documents.

4 Does the word “exist” include record monuments that may not be visible from the surface. but
could be recovered based upon research (i.e. original tract corner that may be under sidewalks.
huried centerline monuments. ¢ic.)?

Records research 1s required in addition to a leld inspection to properly determine the existence
of monuments. Without conducting rescarch of the required records. field inspection would not
be able to adequately determine the existence of all monuments in accordance with Section
8771(b).



8771. (cont.)

cbe located and referenced by or under the direction of a licensed land surveyor or registered civil
engineer prior to the time when any streets, highways, other rights-of-way, or easements are improved,
constructed, reconstructed, maintained, resurfuced, or refocated, and a corner record or record of
survey of the references shall be filed with the county surveyor.

. Is anninventory and survey of all monuments within the project area required prior 1o
construclion?

Yes. Sceanswer to Questions 3 and 4 above.

6. Afexisting record monuments have not been located or surveved prior to construction and if all
thaose monmmnents are c/e.v/rqwd (/l//'/ll';’ construction, how could somceone reset their locations
after the fuct. hused upaon the record centerline tie sheets?

During the performance of all land survevs. the responsibility for determiming the use of the best
availablc pertinent evidence and procedures rests solely upon the licensed land survevor
conducting the survey.

Assuming that there vwas not record information for given survey monuments, how would

someone resel the location of « survey monument i its ™ previous location if it had not been

surveved prior (o destruction?

See answer to Question 6 above.
8. dfthere are existing properiy corner monuments or offsel monwments in place prior (o
construction. would those be required 1o be repluced afier construction?

Yes.
8771. (cont.)

Atshall be the responsibility of the governmental agency or others performing construction work to
provide for the monumentation required by this section.
Y. What is the difference in the statement “responsibilin: of the sovernmenial avency or others

performing construction work " and swho is wltimarely responsible
{ s

If the project involves a government agency. the government agency or contractor is responsible
for preserving existing monumentation.

10. Can a governmental agency shift the responsibility of monwment preservation to a non-licensed
individual (L.e. Contractor)?

A government agency can include the tasks for preserving existing monuments within the scope
of a contract (sce answer to Question 9 above) as long as the land surveying activitics (records
research. field mspection. determination of monuments. survey, etc.) as referenced by Section
8771(b) arc conducted by or under the responsible charge ol a licensed land surveyor. But as
noted in the answer to Question 9 above. the government agency is responsible for prescrving

existing monumentation thereby protecting the public’s interest.



Additionally, some surveyors are showing this disclaimer on their perpetuation Corner Records:

“The purpose of this record is to document the perpetuation of found monument(s) pursuant to the
PLS Act Section 8771. No claim is made regarding the correctness of the position(s) of said
monument(s), nor the dimensional relationship to the street centerlines or property boundaries.”

[ What is the purpose of placing this tvpe of disclaimer o a Corner Record if the inteat may have
been to preserve street cenlerline monuments”
Being that the Board is not the sowrce of this “disclaimer”, we ofter no explanation for the

mtended purpose. We suggest that vou inquire with the sources that prepared this language.

12 Does using this tvpe of disclaimer relieve the survevor of his/her requirement 1o perform
sufficient research and recovery of record swrvey monuments that may not be visible from the

surface?
No. Sce answer to Question 4 above.

Should vou require any additional information regarding this inquiry. please do not hesitate o
contact me.
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Richard B. Moore. PLS
Senior Land Surveyor Registrar
(916) 263-2271
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